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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Application 

1. Claims 1-6 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall cone hide with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the clause " and/or " is vague and indefinite. It is unclear whether the 
limitation refers to "providing conversion and selective extraction. . .etc" or "providing 
conversion or selective extraction. . .etc". The clause " and/or " renders the claim vague and 
indefinite. Thus the limitation is not positively recited. 

Claim 6 recites the clause "and/or" is vague and indefinite. It is unclear whether the 
limitation refers to "assembled and jointly analyzed by information brokers and customers" or 
"assembled and jointly analyzed by information brokers or customers". The clause " and/or " 
renders the claim vague and indefinite. Thus the limitation is not positively recited. 

Metes and Bounds of the invention is measured based on the language of the claims. The 
use the clause "and/or" does not define boundaries of the invention; therefore it renders the 
claims vague and indefinite. 
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4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the intranet/internet". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the correlation". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the corresponding matching". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 2 recites the limitation "the performing". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 3 is rendered indefinite by the use of the trademarked term "SAP" in the limitation 
"data submission in SAP-compatible format". MPEP § 608.01(v) states, "the examiner should 
hold the disclosure insufficient and reject on the ground of insufficient disclosure any claims 
based on the identification of the product merely by trademark or by the name used in trade." 
Fiirthermore, the term "SAP" is indefinite, because such a standard may be subject to change 
over time. 

9. Claim 4 recites the limitation "the order processing". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

10. Claim 5 recites the limitation "the information editing". There is insufficient antecedent 

basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 1 . Claim 5 recites the limitation "the order processing". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the im ention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the stibject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

14. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

15. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jin (KR 
2001-0107797) in view of Cronin (US 2001/0039505). 

16. Regarding Claim 1 : Jin discloses a method for producing storage media containing 
prerecorded structured information, comprising the steps of: 
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• providing an order management accessible via the Intranet/Internet (fig. 15), 

• providing conversion and/or selective extraction of searched structured information from 
different data sources into a universal data model, wherein the correlation of the 
information with the corresponding matching order from the order management, and the 
provision of the storage media of any type, contain prerecorded structured information 
with unified format (abstract, figs. 9, 11, 13, 17, pgs.5, 7, 10). 

Jin does not expUcitly teach a tracking system. 

However, Cronin does teach a tracking system (fig.3, THj 15, 16, 173). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use Cronin's teachings in Jin's "method and apparatus for patent search services" 
enabled, for the advantage of providing flexible searching and sorting capabilities for databases 
(Cronin; Tf 10). Also, to track the schedule and results of an invention (Cronin; Tf 16). 

17. Regarding Claim 2: Jin discloses the method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the order 
management and tracking system maps the workflows of a search department or of an 
information broker and enables the performing functions to perform order management, order 
processing, documentation and accomting (abstract, figs. 9, 11, 13, 17, pgs.5, 7, 10). 

18. Regarding Claim 3: Jin discloses the method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the method 
provides for accounting by data transmission in SAP-compatible format (abstract, figs. 9, 1 1, 13, 
17, pgs.5, 7, 10). 
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19. Regarding Claim 4: Jin discloses the method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the order 
processing includes professional search and information editing (abstract, figs. 9, 11, 13, 17, 
pgs.5, 7, 10). 

20. Regarding Claim 5: Jin discloses the method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the 
information editing is an integral component of the order processing by utilizing analysis 
functionalities by information brokers (abstract, figs. 9, 1 1, 13, 17, pgs.5, 7, 10). 

21 . Regarding Claim 6: Jin discloses the method as claimed in claim 5, wherein, as part of 
the information editing, unified structured information from professional and/or end user sources 
is imported, assembled and jointly analyzed by information brokers and/or customers (abstract, 
figs. 9, 11, 13, 17, pgs.5, 7, 10). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to FAHD A. OBEID whose telephone number is (571)270-3324. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/591 ,220 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3627 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Fahd A Obeid/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
October 8, 2010 



